Infant mortality by gestational age and birth weight in Canadian provinces and territories, 1990-1994 births.
We compared gestational age-specific and birth weight-specific infant mortality in the Canadian provinces (excluding Ontario) and territories using the linked birth and death records for 1990-1994 births. Compared with Quebec, early neonatal mortality rates were higher in Saskatchewan, Alberta and Newfoundland among extremely small and preterm infants and among infants with no information on gestational age and birth weight on their records. Post- neonatal mortality rates were higher in Prince Edward Island, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia and the Northwest Territories among preterm (and low birth weight) and term (and normal birth weight) infants. We suggest that differences in registration practices probably explain the substantial interprovincial variations in early neonatal mortality rates among extremely small and preterm infants, whereas differences in demographic profile and the quality of obstetric, neonatal and infant care probably explain interprovincial variations in infant mortality rates among less extremely small and preterm infants.